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that a bad British system of health insurance, even at its
worst, was better than the American way of having none at
all.
After thirty years of increasing inadequacy, the imagination
of the public was fired by the report submitted by Sir William
Beveridge on behalf of a committee of civil servants appointed
by Mr. Arthur Greenwood in 1941. A psychological way was
thus opened for a completely new approach to the problem
of sick pay in the national insurance act of 1946.
The essence of this reform was that sick pay was now
administratively divorced from medical care, and, instead, was
linked up with the other income-security services, and
especially with unemployment insurance.
For the first time therefore sickness benefit was paid at a
rate of minimum adequacy—26s. a week. For the first time,
it included benefit for dependants as well as for the bread-
winner—16s. for an adult and 7s. 6d. for the first child. For
the first time, it included compulsorily the self-employed as
well as workers under a contract of employment—although it
took a revolt of the house of commons to overcome the
assumption that the income of the self-employed would con-
tinue during short illnesses to such an extent that they need
not be entitled to sick pay until the sickness had lasted for
several weeks. Maternity benefit was also raised from £2 to
£4, and was supplemented either by a maternity allowance
of 36s. a week for thirteen weeks for a gainfully occupied
mother who stayed away from work, or by an attendance
grant of £1 a week for four weeks for home help to a mother
who would not normally go out to work.
Because of the absorption of sickness insurance into an
all-inclusive system of national insurance, the abolition of
approved societies became politically practicable as well as
administratively desirable. To have given true friendly
societies a few years' respite might have been a kindness to
them. Trade-union approved societies however showed no
great desire to continue in existence; and the president of their
association damned continued administration through com-

